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Introduction

This workshop will promote the development and sharing of digital library collections
using the freely available Greenstone Digital Library software, developed at the
University of Waikato and sponsored and promoted by UNESCO.

About the Greenstone Digital Library Software

The Greenstone software provides a new way of organizing information and
publishing it on the Internet (or on CD-ROM). It is open source software, issued
under the terms of the GNU General Public License. It is produced by the New
Zealand Digital Library Project at the University of Waikato, and developed and
distributed in cooperation with UNESCO and the Human Info NGO. The aim of
Greenstone is to empower users, particularly in libraries and other public service
institutions, to build their own digital library collections. Details of the software, and
example digital libraries built using it, are available at http://www.greenstone.org and
http://www.nzdl.org.

Workshop content

The workshop is entirely based around Greenstone’s “librarian” interface, developed
expressly in response to UNESCO’s request for a “librarian-friendly” interface for
building collections and released on an upcoming UNESCO release of Greenstone.
This facility allows users to gather together sets of documents, import or assign
metadata, build them into a Greenstone collection, and serve it from their web site. It
supports six basic activities: opening an existing collection or defining a new one;
copying documents into it, with metadata attached (if any); enriching the documents
by adding further metadata to individual documents or groups; designing the
collection by determining its appearance and the access facilities it will support;
building it using Greenstone; and previewing the newly created collection from the
Greenstone home page.

Workshop organization

The workshop will be practically based and take place in a computer laboratory.
Following demonstrations by an instructor, participants will build several small
Greenstone collections—including collections of text, images, and bibliographic
records. Members of the Greenstone project will be available to give individualized
tutorial help.

Instructors

Dr. Ian H. Witten (ihw@cs.waikato.ac.nz)
Dr. David Bainbridge (davidb@cs.waikato.ac.nz)
Dr. Sally Jo Cunningham (sallyjo@cs.waikato.ac.nz)
Ms Katherine Don (kjdon@cs.waikato.ac.nz)
Mr Michael Dewsnip (mdewsnip@cs.waikato.ac.nz)



Schedule

  8:30–  9:00 Registration, coffee

  9:00–10:30 Lecture/demonstration:
Greenstone: overview, installation, example collections; the
Librarian Interface

10:30–11:00 Coffee

11:00–12:15 Lab:
Accessing example collections; building simple collections

12:15–13:30 Lunch

13:30–14:15 Lecture/demonstration:
Adding and using metadata; bibliography collections

14:15–15:00 Lab:
Adding metadata, building an image collection, a collection of
MARC records

15:00–15:30 Tea

15:30–16:15 Lab:
Build your own collection

16:15–16:45 Lecture/demonstration
Advanced features: customizing collections; creating a CD-ROM

16:45–17:15 Questions, discussion, wrapup

18:00 (optional) User-pays dinner with other workshop participants and
Greenstone team members

Workshop material

• Workbook with PowerPoint sides, exercises, etc
• Greenstone Digital Library Installer’s Guide
• Greenstone Digital Library User’s Guide
• UNESCO Greenstone CD-ROM containing the latest version of Greenstone,

several documented example collections, and complete interface, including full
documentation, in English, French, Spanish, and Russian

• Sample CD-ROM: UNAIDS Library of Current Documents, issued by the Joint
United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS

Files for test collections

• Small set of HTML files
• Large set of HTML files
• Word and PDF documents
• Image files
• MARC data


